us 


Volume    1 
Number   6 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Selwyn  House  School 


http://www.archive.org/details/nexusmagazine16selw 


"Enthusiasm  is  infectuous.  You  infect  the  crowd,  and  the  crowd 
infects  the  team." 

-Phil  KcConkey 

The  proverb  "it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive"  applies 
to  athletics  and  academics  only  in  that  it  is  better  to  score  a 
goal  than  to  be  scored  on,  and  it  is  better  to  give  in  an 
assignment  than  to  receive  a  zero.  The  desire  to  succeed  had  to 
come  from  within  the  athlete  until  schools  were  created,  high 
on  Mount  Olympus.  After  this,  students  supported  each  other  in 
an  effort  to  prove  their  school's  superiority  over  another. 
When  a  team  lost,  the  entire  school  lost.  When  a  team  won,  so 
did  the  school  . 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  schools  opened  on  the  Island  of 
Montreal.  The  students  were  proud  of  their  school's  name  and 
they  were  proud  of  each  other.  But  there  was  discontent  among 
the  ranks.  Way  back  when,  the  Gods  had  forgotten  to  invite 
Selwyn  House  to  the  meeting  at  which  they  had  explained  the 
principles  of  pride.  So  the  students  of  Sewlyn  had  no  pride. 

Senior  School  athletics  has  had  anything  but  a  banner 
year.  The  Varsity  Soccer,  Basketball,  Hockey  and  Rugby  teams 
were  written  off  as  playoff  contenders  before  the  school  year 
even  started.  Although  the  records  of  each  of  the  first  three 
teams  have  earned  them  the  cruel  sobriquet  of  "cellar  dwellers" 
(or  maybe  "Seller  —  as  in  Selwyn  --  dwellers"),  that  does  not 
mean  that  they  are  undeserving  of  support.  It  is  a  Catch-22 
situation  in  that  students  would  rather  support  a  winning  team 
than  a  team  that  always  loses,  but  the  only  way  that  a 
struggling  team  can  improve  is  with  support.  Teams  have  better 
home  records  because  they  feel  comfortable  at  home  --  their 
supporters  are  there  to  cheer  them  on.  Without  student  support, 
teams  are  literally  playing  all  of  their  games  "away,"  making  a 
poor  record  inevitable.  A  player  who  is  consistently 
disregarded  by  the  students  of  a  school  will  not  put  his  heart 
out  to  win  for  that  school. 

The  Senior  Football  team  was  deemed  as  one  going  through  a 
"rebuilding  year,"  an  annoying  phrase  that  tries  to  explain  why 
a  team  will  lose  before  it  actually  does.  The  team  reached  the 
quarter  finals  because  our  student  body  came  out  in  droves  to 
watch  it  play.  With  the  size  of  the  crowd  that  turned  out  for 
the  game  against  St.  Thomas,  the  football  team  could  have  been 
playing  the  Chicago  Bears  and  won.  Unfortunately,  these  "loyal" 
fans  could  not  travel  beyond  a  maximum  distance.  Only  four 
people  took  advantage  of  the  school  buses  that  were  rented  for 
the  playoff  game  at  Verdun.  After  the  loss,  the  common  excuses 
flowed.  It  was  explained  that  our  teams  lose  because  1)  they 
don't  have  their  own  fields  to  practise  on,  2)  they  don't  have 
enough  time  to  practise,  3)  they  don't  have  enough  talent  as 
our  school  focuses  too  much  on  academics,  and  4)  other  teams 
come  from  bigger  schools  that  recruit  people.  These  excuses  are 


somewhat  valid,  but  another  school  is  in  a  similar  situation  as 
ours  and  survives  nicely.  The  sidelines  are  always  crowded  at 
LCC.  The  place  explodes  when  the  team  scores,  the  players  get 
fired  up  when  Peter  Kauffman  dances  his  idiotic  dance,  and  the 
infatuation  of  the  student  populace  with  Dougies  Milowitz  and 
Lewin  makes  the  rest  of  the  players  try  harder.  When  I  see 
this,  I  am  reminded  of  the  pep  rally  in  All  the  Right  Moves,  at 
which  half-crazed  students  scream  for  victory  and  total 
annihilation  of  the  opposing  team.  Are  Selwyn  teams  too  calm  to 
ra.se  a  Mr.  Maurovich  high  above  their  heads  or  pour  soup 
ladels  of  Gatorade  over  the  head  of  a  Mr.  Paoletti,  or  are  we 
just  too  damned  proud?  Maybe  I'm  just  too  much  of  a 
romanticist . 

I  am  the  first  to  shamefully  admit  that  I  do  not  know  how 
the  Bantam  teams  fared  this  year,  but  neither  do  many  people  in 
Grades  10  or  11.  Bantam  Football  failed  to  win  a  league  game, 
but  who  can  blame  their  lack  of  intensity  when  the  fans  for  a 
team  that  travelled  thirty  kilometres  outnunber  those  from 
three  blocks  away?  The  Bantam  Hockey  team  is  struggling  through 
a  season  of  lonely  despair,  and  while  no  one  can  be  expected  to 
travel  to  Verdun  to  watch  their  games,  our  interest  would 
encourage  them.  If  students  asked  they  were  faring,  the  players 
would  become  embarrassed  of  their  record,  and  they  would  work 
harder  to  accomplish  something  they  could  bop.st  about. 

You  might  tack  the  blame  for  our  lack  of  interest  on  the 
fact  that  teams  don't  announce  their  daily  goings-on  at  lunch, 
but  with  the  snickering  and  cackling  that  an  announcer  is 
subjected  to,  who  in  his  right  mind  would?  I  find  it  disgusting 
that  most  of  the  athletic  announcements  are  jokes.  When  team 
members  ask  students  to  go  watch  a  game  in  Kirkland,  they  do 
not  actually  expect  people  to  come  out.  They  are  simply  trying 
to  get  a  cheap  laugh  by  playing  on  the  irony  of  the  situation 
—  if  no  one  goes  to  home  games,  then  who  the  heck  is  going  to 
travel  off  the  island?  Another  horrible  display  of  apathy 
occurs  when  a  member  of  one  of  the  few  enthusiastic  teams  left, 
the  curling  team,  is  shot  down  by  bursts  of  laughter  whenever 
it  makes  an  announcement.  I  ventured  to  the  P.MCC  along  with  the 
curlers  and  four  teammates  to  try  my  luck  at  the  sport.  V.'e  had 
a  very  enjoyable  time  in  the  beautiful  arena,  and  found  curling 
to  be  a  very  difficult  sport.  Don't  knock  what  you  haven't 
tried  (a  small  percentage  of  the  jeerers  even  know  what  a 
curling  rink  looks  like),  and  certainly  don't  put  someone  down 
because  they're  trying  (probably  in  vain)  to  arouse  some 
support  from  our  student  body.  Unfortunately,  one  curler  made  a 
disturbing  comment  to  the  effect  that  he  curls  only  because  "it 
doesn't  take  up  much  time  and  I  had  no  other  alternative." 
Similar  stories  have  surfaced  about  wrestling,  a  sport  which 
seems  to  be  on  the  rise  at  Selwyn  due  to  the  increasing  number 
of  participants,  the  first  announced  Selwyn  meet,  and  the  new 
gym  and  mats.  The  wrestling  team  is  faring  well,  but  as  soon  as 
their  performance  turns  sour,  will  this  team  fade  into  eternal 


mediocrity,  too?  Doug  Yeats,  a  former  wrestling  coach,   once  said 
that  "it  is  tough  to  teach  here  (at  Selwyn)  because  many 
wrestlers  choose  the  sport  because  it  is  their  only  option,  and 
they  figured  they  could  blow  it  off.  These  half-hearted 
wrestlers  were  just  filling  their  time  slots." 


The  "jock  sports"  are  being  faded  out  at  Selwyn  House  due 
to  poor  showings  in  the  past  years  and  an  increasing  amount  of 
flak  flying  between  teachers  and  students  over  questions  of 
early  dismissal  and  missed  days.  Today's  average  Selwynite  is 
willing  to  play  a  sport  during  the  alloted  gym  time,  but  he 
does  not  want  to  put  in  any  extra  time„  This  non-committal 
attitude  is  very  hard  to  win  with.  Thus  the  emergence  of  sports 
that  previously  consisted  of  players  cut  from  "real"  sports  as 
teams  that  are  attracting  many  good  athletes  and  have  better 
ciances  of  winning  a  banner  to  hang  on  the  Lucas  Gym  wall. 
Since  1982,  the  only  team  to  win  a  championship  is  the  Cross 
Country  Ski  team.  Selwyn  often  wins  the  Rugby  7's  tournament, 
but  it  is  a  tainted  victory  —  LCC  does  not  participate  in  this 
event.  Perhaps  the  next  sport  to  catch  the  rising  star  will  be 
badminton.  Although  Mr.  Litvack  may  joke  about  being  able  to 
beat  any  Phys  Ed  teacher  in  an  arm  wrestle,  the  team  has  many 
talented  up  and  comers,  It  is  a  sport  taken  seriously  by  other 
schools  --  a  "C"  boy  recently  fractured  his  wrist  after  losing 
a  match  and  slamming  his  fist  in  frustration.  The  day  a  Selwyn 
player  shows  this  kind  of  intensity  is  the  day  the  stands  start 
filling  up. 

The  Senior  Hockey  team  returned  from  the  UCC  Tournament 
two  weekends  ago.  In  a  game  against  Cranbrook,  Mass.,  the  team 
played  its  most  physical  game,  if  not  its  best  game,  of  the 
season.  Cranbrook  was  a  much  larger  team,  but  our  players  stuck 
tough  and  rallied  in  the  last  minute  to  bring  the  margin  of 
defeat  to  8-5.  The  important  element  to  note  was  that  the  Yanks 
were  scared  to  go  into  the  corner  by  the  end  of  the  game.  The 
team  either  played  hard  for  its  country,  for  pride  of  the 
school(v;hich  had  already  suffered  heavily  in  two  previous 
losses),  or  for  the  Midget  Basketball  players  who  were  watching. 
It  is  much  more  gratifying  to  play  well  in  front  of  someone  who 
will  attest  to  the  fact  that  you  did  than  €o      play  well  for 
one's  own  satisfaction,  and  the  electricity  of  the  basketball 
players  rubbed  off  on  the  hockey  team.  Any  support  helps  all 
the  time,  and  as  an  increasing  number  of  athletic  functions  are 
taking  place  at  our  refurbished  school  every  day,  it  is  all  too 
easy  to  take  a  time  out  to  put  some  muscle  back  into  our  teams. 
Otherwise,  steroids  and  cybertronics  programs  are  the  only  way 
we  can  put  ourselves  back  on  the  athletic  map. 
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A  T   I   V 


The  Voice  of  Grade  Eight 


In  this  week's  article,  the  "Voice  of  Grade  Eight   will 
discuss  a  highly  controversial  issue:  the  mysterious  rule 
stating  that  "no  new  homework  be  assigned  for  weekends.   What 
does  this  really  mean?  Hoping  to  provide  an  adequate  answer  to 
this  recurrent  query,  I  began  in-depth  research  on  the  meaning 
of  this  rule,  and  what  effect  it  has  on  the  workload  of  Grade 
Eight.  After  concluding  my  little  project,  I  can  s.afely  say 
that  I  have  successfully  answered  both  questons. 

Our  mystery  rule  can  be  defined  in  the  following  manner: 
"Ko  *>v.-r^  school  work  wil]  be  i    jr  11]  for  Saturday 

and  Sunday."  This  does  not  include  long  term  assignments,  work 
already  started  in  class  to  be  finished  over  the  weekend,  and 
studying  for  tests  on  Monday.  Now  that  I  had  defined  the  rule, 
I  wanted  to  find  out  what  effect  it  had  on  the  students' 
workloads.  To  do  this,  I  monitored  the  "new  homework"  assigned 
on  weekdays  for  three  weeks.  It  turns  out  that  only  11%  of  our 
daily  homework  can  be  defined  as  "new  homework."  In  effect,  the 
rule  is  only  lessening  our  week-end  workload  by  11%.  When  you 
consider  that  we  do  three  hours  of  weekend  homework  on  average, 
11%  of  that,  which  equals  twenty  minutes,  is  not  much.  This 
rule  was  made  to  lessen  our  weekend  workload,  but  it  is  not 
working  properly  and  should  be  changed.  The  rule,  therefore, 
should  either  be  abolished  (for  it  is  serving  no  other  purpose 
than  being  a  sort  of  cover-up,  hiding  the  fact  that  we  do 
receive  a  lot  of  weekend  homework)  or  altered  to  help  really 
lessen  the  weekend  workload.  A  new,  effective  rule  would  be 
such:  "The  only  homework  for  weekends  will  be  long  term 
assignments,  and  studying  for  tests  on  Mondays."  This  will 
decrease  the  week-end  workload  by  25%  and  help  the  students 
immensely . 

The  object  of  my  article  is  not  to  criticize  the  amount  of 
weekend  homework  we  get.  (Although  it  can  be  alot,  it  is  only 
fair.  What  should  we  expect  from  a  school  with  high  standards 
such  as  Selwyn  House?)  I  am  criticizing  the  puppet  rule  we  have 
decorating  our  rulebook.  If  the  administration  finds  that  te 
amount  of  weekend  homework  we  receive  is  adequate,  that's  fine. 
Cut  out  the  ineffective  rule  concerning  "new  homework"  on 
weekends,  for  it  serves  no  purpose.  If  the  intent  is  to  truly 
lessen  the  weekend  workload,  it  must  be  changed,  for  it  is 
ineffective  and  useless. 


Sammy  Sirdeshpande ,  8A 


Selwyn's  Finest  Win  Some,  Lose  Some 

On  Friday,  January  28,  Selwyn's  Senior  Hockey  and  Midget 
Basketball  teams  set  out  for  Toronto  at  8:00  a.m. 

As  our  teams  rode  the  bus  towards  Toronto,  one  can  only 
assume  their  hearts  weighed  heavy  at  the  prospect  of  missing  a 
day  of  school.  When  they  arrived  in  Toronto,  the  hockey  team 
tock  up  residence  at  the  Carleton  Inn  and  the  basketball  team 
was  received  by  the  the  students  of  Upper  Canada  College. 
Members  of  the  basketball  team  either  stayed  in  the  UCC  dorm  or 
in  the  homes  of  UCC  students. 

On  Saturday,  the  games  began.  Each  team  played  three  games 
apiece.  The  basketball  team  did  well  with  two  wins  and  a  loss. 
The  loss  was  to  (you  guessed  it)  UCC,  the  brother  school  of 
Lower  Canada  College,  which  beat  our  team  44-32.  The  team  came 
back  to  beat  Holy  Trinity  50-38,  and  St. Georges  63-49.  Two 
players  the  basketball  coach,  Mr.  Boyle,  thought  worthy  of 
mention  were  Gregory  Fok  and  Paul  Pathy  for  their  strong 
performances  in  the  games. 

I  do  not  have  such  good  news  to  report  about  the  hockey  team. 
The  hockey  team  left  Toronto  without  a  win  despite  strenuous 
effort  and  some  real  talent. 

In  their  spare  time  (of  which  there  was  not  much),  our  teams 
toured  The  Canadian  Sports  Hall  Of  Fame,  hit  Yonge  Street  at 
its  plethora  (look  it  up!)  of  different  and  usual  places,  and 
played  pool.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  teams  boarded  the  bus  and 
headed  back  to  good  ol1  Montreal.  We  accept  both  teams' 
victories  and  defeats  because,  after  alL,  ya'  win  some  and  ya' 
lose  some. 

Nicholas  Aspinall 


Let's  Get  A  Grip  On  Our  Dances 


Why  are  our  dances  so  bad?  I've  been 
for  eight  years  now,  and  to  school  dances 
they  have  all  been  rather  pitiful.  Why? 

The  reasons  are  manifold.  First  of  a 
generally  terrible.  Only  twice  in  my  expe 
able  to  overcome  this  barrier  somewhat.  T 
had  a  live  band  that  didn't  know  any  "Pri 
Gang"  songs.  The  second  was  the  last  "60' 
recent  garbage  was  mercifully  edited  out. 

Another  problem  is  attendance.  We  ar 
than  our  ceiling  of  three  hundred  people, 
the  QAIS  for  fire  safety.  I  feel  that  thi 
especially  at  our  school,  borders  on  luna 
fire  exits,  one  leading  directly  outside 
within  thirty  feet  of  other  exits.  Not  on 
trucks  are  right  next  door!  What  more  cou 
there  was  a  fire,  I'm  sure  we  could  clear 
seconds . 

Another  slightly  ridiculous 
we  are  not  allowed  to  sell  ticket 
we  attract  more  people  to  our  dan 
motivation  for  our  themes:  $2  for 
those  not,  and  so  on. 


going  to  this  school 
for  the  last  two,  yet 

11,  the  music  is 
rience  have  we  been 
he  first  was  when  we 
nee"  or  "Kool  and  the 
s"  dance  where  all  the 

e  unable  to  go  higher 

This  figure  is  set  by 
s  regulation, 
cy.  Our  gym  has  four 
and  the  other  *hree 
ly  that,  the  fire 
Id  they  ask  for?  If 
the  place  in  fifteen 


constraint  put  on  us  is  that 
s  at  the  door.  Not  only  would 
ces,  but  we  could  provide 
people  in  costume,  $3  for 


Which  brings  me  to  the  final  problem:  student   apathy.  At 
the  "60's"  dance,  the  only  Selly  boys  in  their  60's  suits  were 
the  organizers,  and  some  of  them  were  ridiculed  for  going 
"dressed  up."  This  problem  has  no  simple  solution;  only  some 
sort  of  motivation  and  a  hell  of  a  lot  more  promotion  can  do 
anything  to  help  it. 

As  a  last  note  I  would  like  to  object  to  the  "doors 
closed"  policy.  I  realise  that  there  are  definite  advantages  to 
locking  everyone  into  the  building  after  a  certain  hour,  but  it 
puts  a  noticeable  damper  on  the  festivities.  Not  being  able  to 
go  someplace  quiet  with  that  "someone  special"  is  enough  to 
drive  people  away. 

I  realise  that  the  improvements  I  have  suggested  could 
lead  to  dances  that  will  be  somewhat  more  chaotic  and 
anarchistic,  but  they  will  be  fantastic  —  much  more  exciting, 
fun  and  enjoyable.  Anyway,  if  the  powers  that  be  want  to  keep 
things  at  bay,  they  can  hire  a  few  extra  graduates  to  act  as 
bouncers . 

It  seems  that  over  the  years,  the  emphasis  on  our  dances 
has  regressed  from  being  "fun  for  the  students"  to  "safe  for 
the  school."  Let's  hire  some  of  our  graduated  musclemen  and 
loosen  the  constraints  so  that  we  can  have  a  really  good  dance 
for  a  change. 

(Any  reply  to  this  article,  be  it  from  teachers  or 
students,  is  welcome,  nay,  expected) 


Matthew  Stevenson,  10B 


Several  weeks  ago,  while  partaking  in  a  math  class 
abandoned  by  its  teacher  for  emotional  reasons,  a  discussion 
arose  as  to  the  true  nature  of  "the  holocaust."  One  extremist 
present  made  the  incredible  statement  that  the  holocaust  was  an 
insignificant  event  in  this  century,  that  it  should  be 
forgotten,  and  that  what  had  occurred  was  good  for  mankind. 
Even  more  surprising  was  the  fact  that  this  statement  met  with 
a  general  agreement.  When  I  vainly  attempted  to  argue  that  we 
must  never  forget  the  holocaust  lest  we  repeat  it,  end  that  the 
extermination  of  six  million  people  by  a  highly  civilized  state 
could  hardly  be  called  insignificant  or  good  for  mankind,  I  was 
accused  of  vile  demagoguery.  False  logic  was  employed 
abundantly  as  one  suggested  that  we  never  remember  the  Armenian 
holocaust,  implying  that  by  extension,  it  was  quite  all  right 
then  to  forget  the  Jewish  holocaust.  Others  claimed  that  the 
Jews  media- hype  the  whole  event,  blowing  it  out  of  proportion, 
and  implied  that  six  million  people  killed  for  being  of  a 
particular  religion  can  be  measured  by  some  quantitative  unit. 
One  person  lamented  his  inability  to  tell  "good  Jewish  jokes." 
Essentially  this  discussion  (though  it  had  by  now  degenerated 
into  a  shouting  match)  touched  off  a  wave  of  anti-Jewish 
resentment.  The  popular  conviction  was  that  the  Jews  deserved 
the  holocaust;  it  is  their  own  fault  as  it  is  they  who  are  the 
perpetrators  of  most  historical  crimes  --  they  control  the 
world.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  statements  are  remarkably 
similar  to  the  official  party  line  of  the  Ku  Klux  K Ian. 

This  singular  discussion  revealed  that  there  is  much 
latent  resentment,  if  not  outright  prejudice,  towards  the  Jews 
at  our  school.  Most  people  will  admit  that  anti-Jewish 


resentment  exists,  but  they  maintain  that  it  is  not  a  large 
problem.  I  submit  that  when  people  start  genuinely  believing 
that  the  Jews  control  the  world,  that  the  holocaust,  being  an 
insignificant  event,  should  be  forgotten  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  and  when  they  proceed  to  use  egregiously  false  logic  to 
"prove"  their  point,  this  topic  becomes  just  as  important  as 
other  larger  issues  addressed  by  Nexus .  Perhaps  the  Jews  do 
tend  to  indulge  in  paranoia,  but  then  so  do  the  Armenians  and 
the  Cambodians,  as  would  any  group  of  people  who  were  victims 
of  attempted  genocide.  It  seems,  however,  that  many  students  at 
our  school  forget  this  fact,  either  deliberately  or 
unwittingly,  and  continue  to  hold  prejudiced  views.  I  therefore 
offer  Mr.  Make  Ferger  the  advice  to  forget  Peace  Initiative 
and  found  an  S11S  Nazi  Organization.  He  may  find  it  much  more 
popular  . 

Rolf  Strom-Olsen 
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Robbie  MacDonald  married  an 
children,  lives  in  England,  and 
Don  Tompkinson,  at  last  word,  wa 
in  Toronto.  As  easily  as  this,  I 
men  who,  as  fourteen-year-olds, 
live  in  worlds  different  from  mi 
memory.  The  loss  of  their  friend 
remembrance  of  our  times  evokes 
our  play:  speculations  about  gir 
admired;  skiers  we  idolized. 

This  week's  trip  to  Mount  0 
roots,  such  as  they  are,  and  to 
at  Eastman,  off  which  Don's  fath 
the  touchstone  for  my  personal  m 
remember  the  real  challenges  tha 
the  world.  Jim  McKay's  hyperboli 
Olympics  at  the  time  seemed  accu 
confrontation:  man  against  the  m 
before  non-legend  Jim  "Moose"  Ba 
Grenoble  downhill  course.  At  Orf 
the  Three  Creeks  downhill  course 
Geoff  Dowd,  crashed  regularly.  N 
considered  a  small  fraternity  of 
Jean-Claude,  and  I  were  members. 

The  simplicity  of  my  daydre 
mirrored  in  the  enthusiasm  of  mo 
We'll  all  of  us  be  projecting  ou 
schuss  down  the  final  steep,  but 
separate  themselves  from  the  fan 
can  dominate  the  mountain,  who  s 


older  woman  with  four 
acts  in  a  repertory  company, 
s  out  of  jail  and  tending  bar 

can  summarize  the  lives  of  two 
were  my  best  friends  but  now 
ne.  fly  connection  to  them  is 
ship  means  little  now,  but  the 
a  sense  of  our  innocence  and 
Is  we  plotted  for;  musicians  we 

rford  is  a  return  to  my  skiing 
these  ghosts.  The  train  trestle 
er  claimed  to  have  jumped,  is 
ythology,  for  once  I  see  it,  I 
t  I  felt  skiing  held  for  me  and 
c  reportage  of  the  1968 
rate:  "The  classic 
ountain,"  he  intoned,  just 
rrows  cart-wheeled  off  the 
ord,  equally  challenging,  was 

on  which  another  non-legend, 
o  matter.  Skiing  I  still 

which  Don,  Robbie, 

ams  then,  I  hope,  will  be 

st  Selwyn  skiers  on  Thursday. 

rselves  into  other  realms  as  we 

I'll  envy  those  who  can't 
tasy  yet,  who  still  think  they 
till  ski  with  Robbie  and  Don. 


Geoffrey  Dowd 
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In  a  recent  discussion  with  our  cook,  Russell,  Nexus  has 
tried  to  learn  more  about  the  man  and  his  kitchen.  After  an 
early  but  pleasurable  morning  interview,  the  following 
information  was  received. 

Russell  is  a  native  Canadian,  bora  in  Springhill,  Nova 
Scotia.  When  asked  when  he  was  born,  he  replied,  "A  long  time 
ago."  It  seems  that  Russell  had  developed  his  interest  in  the 
art  at  cooking  school.  After  graduating,  he  was  employed  at  a 
variety  of  interesting  jobs.  During  Russell's  forty-year 
cooking  career  he  has  worked  for  a  drilling  team  in  the 
Albertan  oil  fields,  on  a  passenger  boat,  for  a  CNR  passenger 
train,  and  for  a  priest  at  Loyola  College. 

Two  yesrs  ago,  Russell  cane  to  Montreal  looking  for  a  job 
and  was  sent  to  S.H.S.  by  an  employment  agency.  Russell 
explains  that  this  is  his  ideal  job,  as  he  not  only  enjoys 
cooking  but  also  loves  children.  He  has  ten  of  his  own  —  the 
youngest  being  twenty-five,  and  he  has  fifteen  grandchildren. 
One  of  his  children  is  expecting  another  baby  in  June.  Although 
Russell  loves  the  job,  his  work  is  not  easy.  He  begins  at  4 
o'clock  a.m.  every  weekday  in  order  to  start  a  fresh  meal,  and 
he  stays  until  all  of  the  work  is  done.  Russell  explains  that  a 
good  cook  does  not  look  at  the  clock,  but  works  until  all  of 
the  work  is  done. 

Not  only  are  the  hours  long  and  tiresome,  but  the  work 
itself  is  difficult.  Preparing  an  enjoyable  meal  is  hard,  but 
it  is  especially  hard  to  cook  for  such  a  large  number  of 
people.  He  must  select  the  kind  of  food  and  the  method  of 
preparation  so  as  to  please  the  wide  variety  of  people  for  whom 
he  cooks.  Russell  has  developed  a  schedule  whereby  the  meals 
are  planned  over  a  twenty  day  period.  During  this  time,  he  is 
able  to  present  as  many  different  meals  as  possible.  As  well  as 
adding  some  flavour  to  old  dishes  and  incorporating  new  ones, 
Russell  has  phased  out  infamous  dishes  such  as  tapioca  pudding 
(A.K.A.  fish  eyes  in  glue)  due  to  lack  of  popularity.  Finally, 
food  resrictions  mean  that  some  students  cannot  eat  when  pork 
is  served.  Russell  has  instituted  a  system  whereby 
peanut-butter  and  jam  is  available  on  pork  days.  The  system 
seems  to  be  working  well. 

In  addition  to  the  above  changes,  Russell  has  made  some 
suggestions  to  improve  the  kitchen  equipment  and  supplies.  He 
claims  that  a  better  stove  and  appliances  such  as  a  steamer 
could  be  used  to  prepare  the  food  better  and  to  keep  it  warm. 

When  asked  his  opinion  of  the  S II S  boys,  Russell  replied 
that  he  enjoyed  talking  to  them  and  found  them  very 
well-behaved.  In  the  opinion  of  this  journalist,  Russell  has 
made  some  welcome  changes.  I  hope  that  he  will  remain  as  a  part 
of  the  Selwyn  House  community  for  years  to  come  and  that  the 
improvements  that  he  is  seeking  are  forthcoming. 

David  Jacobs,  10A 


Pi's  First  Progress  Report 


Yes,  the  PI  you've  heard  so  much  about  is  still  alive  and 
kicking!  We've  expanded  (the  current  count" of  members  is  around 
twenty),  and  we've  formed  committees  to  satisfy  both  the 
diverse  needs  of  v a r i o u s  groups  of  people,  animals,  nnd 
env  rrentlyini 

i 
pollution  in  the  form  of  Acid  Rain,  Nuclear        Dumps,  and 
Hot  Water  from  Atonic  Power  Plants;  the  Greenpeace  Committee, 
which  will  become  a  member  of  Greenpeace  as  soon  as  the  mai] 
arrives  --  it  fights  extinction  of  all  forms  of  marine  life; 
the  Education  Committee,  which  gives  aid  to  people  of  Third 
World  Countries  through  foster  parent  plans  and  education 
centers;  and  the  SAGE  Committee,  which  fights  for  a 
nuclear-weapons-free  Canada,  against  wf:r  in  general,  and  for  a 
populace  educated  on  all  sides  of  the  nuclear  quostior.  Last 
but  not  least  is  the  Dodo  Committee,  a  member  of  t!'e  Jersey 
Wildlife  Preservation  Trust,  which  fights  against  the 
extinction  of  birds  in  any  kind  of  danger.  As  people  who  read 
our  first  article  can  see,  PI  has  changed  even  in  the  last 
week.  This  is  made  possible  by  "people  power"  --  we  have  no 
bureaucracy  to  limit  necessary  change,  so  everyone  can  be 
heard.  PT  is  the  people's  group.  Be  a  part  of  it. 

The  Associated  Members  of  PI 
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Carnivals:  Past  and  Present 

Carnival  week  is  here  once  again.  For  Selwyn  House 
students,  this  means  that  there  will  be  a  number  of  varied 
events  in  and  around  the  school.  As  in  past  years,  the  week's 
activities  will  include  a  ski  day,  a  dance,  a  big-screen  movie, 
a  casino,  and  tug  of  wars  and  broomball  games  pitting  forms 
against  forms.  With  this  celebration  on  its  way,  it  would  seem 
appropriate  to  find  out  how  carnivals  originated. 

The  time  when  carnivals  first  appeared  is  uncertain.  It  is 
thought  that  they  may  have  appeared  as  a  part  of  a  pagan  rite 
in  ancient  Rome.  The  carnival  eventually  became  a  primarily 
Roman  Catholic  celebration.  In  many  parts  of  the  world  the 
carnival  remains  a  part  of  the  Catholic  religions.  It 
represents  the  festivity  that  takes  place  before  the  forty  days 
of  Lent,  a  period  of  time  during  which  meat  is  not  eaten.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  world  carnival  is  said  to  be  derived  from 
the  Latin  "carnem  levare,"  which  means  "to  remove  meat."  The 
popularity  of  this  festivity  results  from  the  fact  that  it 
offers  one  last  chance  to  enjoy  food  and  drink  before  the  lon<: 
days  of  Lent.  Because  of  thier  religious  roots,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  the  places  with  which  we  associate 
carnivals  are  those  in  which  Catholicism  has  played  a 
historical  role.  Quebec  City,  New  Orleans,  and  Rome,  all  have 
famous  carnivals. 

With  tinre,  the  carnival's  association  with  Lent  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  has  become  increasingly  weak.  It  is  a 
long  and  slow  transition  that  brought  the  carnival  from  one 
associated  with  religion  to  today's  winter  carnival.  The 
celebration  is  now  little  more  than  one  that  breaks  the 
monotony  of  winter. 

David  Moroz,  10A 
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FOR  SALF.:  Coles  Notes!  Mint  condition.  10-15%  off  cover  price! 
Brave  New  World,  A  Separate  Peace,  Two  Solitudes,  Julius 
Caesar,  The  Chrysalids,  and  many  more.  Contact  Justin  Vineberc 
in  10B  for  details  on  who's  selling  what. 

SELLING  diskettes.  $0,90  each.  Diskettes  and  en.-elopes.  Only  30 
left.  See  Victor  Wan  in  9A. 

WjVNTFJ):  A  "?  and  the  Mysterians"  record  album.  Contact  C.  Evans 
in  10A  or  I.  Riar  in  ?0B. 


